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4d Violet George V

In my r eceee artic le on the 4d GeorgeV I suggested that a 192 6 (early) printing from P late 44
bad been made with the self-same ink as the lat e (worn plate) printings from P lat e 20, in the same
year. Since the n I have been through an accumulation of the pert 14 x 14i 4d Otrl ctal. 'Those I
had avaUable for study yielded a small number of stamps in the li sted "deep violet" shade. This
shade, which 1 cannot ever r ecall seeing exact ly the same in Plat e 44 ordinary pr int s, is not only
" deep" . but r eally surpr isingly "br ight" , with mor e than a suggestion Of r ed tn the ink. Cert alnl,
it Is notably different from the usual deep purple of the nor mal (P late 44) 4d Offl ctal perf 14 x l4I .
I would agree that the deep br ight violet Official i s somewhat similar (though r edder) to the
"ordinary" pair that occ asioned my r ecent article. It may be that if, as I mai ntai n, there was an
early printing from Plate 44 in the shade hItherto associated with P late 20, then the P lat e 44
bright reddish violet " Officials" may be from the same period and may indi cate that the printing
was quite large , but was malnly abso rbed by the Government P r inter' s using them to fiU a large
r equisit ion for " Offi cials", Relatively few may hav e been Is sued in "ordinary" for m. We saw a
si mUar happening in 1941 when the 4d Mitr e P eak "perf 14 line" appeared quit e commonly wtth
Official overprint , but r emained quite r are In "or dinary" for m, st ill , this is largely surmise.

To sum up, one ca n say that ther e was a br ight violet early issue (of the 4d George V Offici al
fr om Plate 44) and this was r ecorded both in the Handbook and In our Catalogue - but the Handbook
is sUent on the subject of any "ordinary" P late 44 issue In a "Plate 20" violet shade. It is thi s
that I have been trying to establish a s a definite issu e, hitherto over looked.

As a footnote I would cal l attention to the nrst of the variety lot s offer ed below - it contains a pair
and a single of the bright violet " (l(fici al" 4d, the se stamps all havi ng clearly identif iable P late 44
charact eristics ,

POSTSCRIPT by Colin Ham rltcn,

Footnotes are to be inevltable , tt seems , in this matter of the K. G. V. 4d. the explanatio n Is that
(for si mpl e geographical r easo ns) Mr P ater son and mysell have been pursuing enti r ely se parate
and Independent lines of inve stigation , and ea ch of us Is r eporting any findings accor dingly.



Since last month 's report, Mr R. D. Tweed of RingWood has shown me a plate block fr om Plate 44
(without the Official overpr int) wbl eh Is certainly not In the ac cepted normal deep purple shade 
to ktu any possible doubt about this Mr Tweed produced a "purple" plate block too:

Th e non-purple block, although showing s lmtl ar lack of plate wear character istics, does not
match the shad e of the pa i r which was the starting poin t of our inqui ries, being in an alto gether
deeper , richer violet. It is quite possible th at thi s is th e same shade as that iound by Mr Pat erson
in a few pert 14 x a t OUlctala he has examined (see above) - certatnly it is very simtlar to th e
shade of a block of P lat e 44 Offictals In our Woktng stocks.

In any case we now hav e clear evi dence of at least two quite .separate early pr intings fr om P late 44
in shades other than deep purple , and issued wltboutlhe Offlclal ove rprint. In th e continued
ab sence of. further examp les of these, I think both must be co nsi der ed ve ry r are.

THE Id KIWI· BOOKLET PLATE RE· ENTRIE S by P . L. Evan s

The not e by C. P. in the August Bull etin r efer s to a very puzzUng matter .

Th e Handbook VoL IV page 90 asserts that the Die I transfer rolle r was not used for th e r e-entries
in que stion but then goes on to particularise effects In RI / 3 and RI / 18 which indicate most
strongly that the Die 1 r e li ef MUST have been used for the job, giving visible r esult s whic h could
have been obtained in no other way.

The statement that " • • • the r ecor ds contain a certUicat e that the die 1 transfer r oller hav e been
destroyed. " is positive but , in my view not very convinc ing in the absence of circumstantial details.
By whom and to whom was the certificate issued and on what date ?

Th e latter question is particularly cogent because there was a good deal of confusion about the
hardware for this stamp. The Handbook Vol. I s ays that one original die and two subsidiar y dies
were made, Vol. IT r efers to three dies, Vol. W add s nothi ng. In fact, th ere were only two dies ,
Die 2 being Die 1 r etouch ed.

It is no discredit to the writers of. Vol. t that they were not aware of this . For one th ing it was
a surprising happening in th e circum stanc es , which were that De La Rue were not happy with th e
fir st plates and printings and asked pe rmission to try the effect of deepening the en graving. The
or iginal die had been hardened. and a transfer reli ef, a lso hardened , was in exi sten ce. The
customary procedur e would have been to r oll an imp r es s ion Into steel for the engrave r to work
on - to make a subsidiary die, as the Vol. t writers as sumed to be the case.

Evidently the _same assumption was made by another knowledgeable pe rson. A letter dated 25th
November 19S5 from De La Rue to th e High Commi s sioner says, ove r th e signature of th e
Managing DIr ector , Mr B.e. WestaU:

,••• • the writer (I.e. Mr WeBtall ) waswr ong In saying that a second die had been prepared
for the booklets• . . the fi r st die was deepened befor e th e printing plate for the booklets was
made."

Here we have the fi rm' s Managi.ng Director - the Top Man himself, no less - put Into the positton
of having to eat his words ; surely th is argues that it was a very unusual occurrence to mess abou t
with the or iginal die, especially th at of. a eutrent stam p for which new or ders were confidently
expected. and new plates r equ ired.



The great myst ery is the " who and why" of the deci sion to take so unusual a course - the hazard
of heat -treating the die to sorten it for r etouch ing. No doubt Mr Westall demanded answers to
these questions but so far as I have heard they were not r ecorded for us.

The Handbook VoL IV writer mig ht cl aim that the situation arose because the Die 1 r elief roller
had al ready been destroyed. It Is clearly Improbable that the r oller would have been sc rapped
dellberately so early in the lUe of the Issue but there is always the possibtuty that it was
damaged D1 accident, or even that It broke up in the attempt to make a subsidiary die for the
deepening expe riment.

But in t hat case , where did the Die 3 plates come from ? One thing is certain; Die 3 was emphati cally
not a subsidiary from Die 2 _ the deepened original die. Its character is so much like Die 1 and
90 r emote from Die 2 that it can only have bee n a subsidiary from Die 1 before deepening,
which means that a Die 1 transfer r oller st ill existed when the Die 3 plates were put in hand,
ea rly in 1936.

According to the assert ion in VoL IV this Die I r oll er was de stroyed sometime between the .
mak ing of DIe 3 and July or August of the following year when the re-entries were made . The
printers usually took extreme care to pr eserve platemaking har dware and as the original die
had been ruined by the unsatisfactory deepening, it seems incr edible that they would destroy the
only r emai ning article fr om the engr aving unle ss they had spec ific instructions from the High
Commissioner or hi s princip al s in We1lington. I have never heard of any evidence of such
instr uctions.

With all the r e spect due to the investigators and writers who did such a magnificent job to provide
us with the Handbooks , pe rsonaliy I take leave to accept the C. P . Catalogue footnote tn pr eference
to the Vol. IV assertion - at lea st until someone has re- exam ined the "certificate" and quoted
detal1 s in support of it s credib1l1ty.

KIN G GEORGE V VARIETY OFFERS

1l01(a) 4d Official. An outstanding lot, all used . Include s a pair In br ight deep violet , one
st amp being the ma jor re-entry R3/8 (Ulusl:rated in our Catalogue); plus another
bright deep violet stamp wit h malformed (retouched) cross on crown, being R5/ 8.
Then in the deep purple we agat n have R3/8 and R5/8 (this latter Is pair), and
RI O/12 . the other major r e-entry illustrated in the C. P . Catalogue; also R4/7
showing the best example of the malformed "cr oss on crown", and R4/6 and R4/ 8,
both excell ent r etouches to cross and/or cor ners. The lot (notable for the inclusion
of three bright violet s alonej), 10 stamps . . . . • . • .. • • . . • . . . •. . . .. . . . . . . . . . . •. . £ 4. 50

(b) 4d Official. The fine re-entry R3/ 8 in deep purple plu s the excellent r etouch RS/8
in bOth the deep bright violet and deep purple colours. The set of three . . .. •. . . . £2.00

(c) 4d Official. Again the excellent R5/8 retouch (to cross on crown as well as to right
top cor ner ), in the deep purp le 25p

1102 4: Georgo ). A vertical mint pai r of the ordinary (non. Official) issue , the lower
s amp s ow ng characteristic s so mewhat similar to the little-known re- ent ry of
RIO/9; al so an Official 4d with the Rl0/9 r e- entry. All stamps are In deep purple.
(the two r e-entries are similar but not identical - the mint pair not being identified).
The lot • • •• • •••.•. • • . • • • •• • • •• • •... . •••••.• •• ... •. ••• • •• • • •• . • .. . •. • • •• . £ 1. 50



l1 04(al

(b)

1103 d Green Gear V. - Slot Machine Stam 8 . Contalna: a str ip of (our of the i d War
P. mint, wi ve ry s carce eo )0 n; a single mtnt of th e id De La Rue with con

starter tab attached ; finally a pai r of the !d De La Rue with very heavy brown gum 
on the wr iter' s own experience these wer e sold in Auckland slot machines. ~ gum
Is probably double . Some sUght Coxing affects the se piec es. Th e lot • • • •• • • • • • . • £2. SO

id Green George V - Worn Plat e. Two used strips of three (In diffe r ent shades), eaeh
strip ShOwing extreme plate wear at the tqJ - little definiti on remaining. The two
strips (both K013e) • • ••• • • •• • ••• •• • • • • • • • • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • • • • •• • • • • •• •• ••• • • SOp

i d Green, as above. SLmUar to th e previous lot, but a pair only. used . •. ••• •• . 30p

George V - Pot-~ A mixed but Inte resting lot . Compr ises : a beautiful used
two-pert vertical~of tbe 3d George OOiclal{K04c) ; a single used (creased) of the
3d Off ic ial K01 9c with the " fac e flaw" ; used s ingles of the 9d (K11a and KI lb) with
beaut ifully clear strikes of th e postmarks "Mullet Point" and "Gr anlty" ; a pai r of
Geor ge 2d (K l 8b) on J one s Paper with crystal clear dat e of Palmerston Nth 28 May
1925 ; a mystery pai r of th e 2d (K18d) with circular post mark "P almer ston/ Nor th"
(tn two Unea) with " Deliver y" under the date (1926 or 19281 ); finally a strip of three
of the id (K13a) with none-too-clear, but r ead able, "T . P . O. Main Tnmk Wellington"
postmark. The pl easantl y dlff erent lot . . . . . . • . . • •• • ••• • • • . • • • • • . • • •• . • . . • •• £ 4. 00

1106 Id Universal Booklet Pan e. A mint pane of G7a - previously hinged and wit hout
bi ndi ng selvedge, but very hand some. Top r ight stam p has r e-entry and (for the
spec talt stf } this is P ane No. 5. The pan e with r e-entry and loveiy fr esh bright
colour • •• . • .. • .•• • • • • • • .• .• .• . • •••.• .• . •• • • •• • • • . • . •• . •• • • . . • • . .. . . . • . . •• • £7. 50

1105

MORE Id UNIVERSALS

Here is a fl ne opportunity (all too infr equent, the se days ) to obt ain some high cla s s mater ial
on this, th e favour ite stamp of so many specialists.

11D7(a) London P rints (Gl a). A r eally breat htaking array of mint block s , r angi ng in shade
trom the palest Of pal e earmtne - reds to th e richest, ful lest colour we can r ec all
seeing in a London (a.n i ssu e not especially noted for marked shade variat ions) . Th e
pal est block of all Incl udes two r e- entrfea, one of which is the magnificent R7/ 7 '
(naked - eye doubling her e). -xiiother block shows one r e- entry. The five shade block s
of 4, Ineluding three r e-ent r ies , all Identified. Conditi on sup erb .. ••• . • . • . • •. • £ 3. 75

(b) As aoove. A fi ne mi nt block of 8 (4 x 2), well centr ed . • • • •• • • • • . •. • • •. • .. •. • 55p

(b)

1108(a) Pirie P aper pe r! 11(G2a). A lov ely pai r showing the scarce variety Imperf vertiCall~ .

P reviously 6i nged , bUt otherwise impeccable mint • . . . • . • . • . • •• . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £1 . 00

As above, terf 14(G2b). A scarce stam p, not easy to find eve n In s ingles - our offer is
of a mi nt Dock 0[4, very fr esh . •. . • . . . . . . . . . • . • . • • • • . . • . • . • . • . • . . . • • • . . • . . £ 5.00

(c) As above. Another beautllul m int block of 4, pe rf 14 (wit h left se lvedge), one s tam p
bein g the RI l l r e- entry from P late 2. Complete with enlarged tllustration for wrlte-
~ • . . .. .• . • . .• . • . . ••• .. .. .•.• .. • .• . . . . . .. • .. . •. • .. .• ••.•. •.•. . .•• .•. •.. £ 7. 25



1109 Basted Mills . As is well known, issues on B. M. paper are found wit h all pos sible
variations of the upright double-lined NZ and Sta r water mark, Le. normal, Inverted,
r eversed, and Inverted-and- reversed. We can offer the following:

(a) Per! 14(G3b). Set of four used , showing al l four variations of the watermark. The
complete and unusual set •• ••• • •• •.• • . •• •• • • •~ •• • •• •• •• •• •• •• •••. . • . • . . . . •• . SOp

(b) Per! 11 x 14(G3c). The same coverage as above. The set of four , used '75p

(c) One set only. The four wmk variations as above In eac h of the per! 14, per! 11 x 14.
ana pert 14 x 11 is sues . The spl endidly thorough lot of 12 st amps, al l used £ 2.25

1110 Bast ed Mills. pert 14(G3b). A mint block of 10 (5 x 2) with bottom selvedge. An old
fold aneas the upper n ve st amp s. but does not detract from the fine appearance of the
block. Good buying at £2.00

1111(a) Basted Mtll s, per! 11 x 14 (G3c). Three good shade s , disp layed to full advantage In
two blocks of 6 and one block of 4. Any slight oU- ce ntring (the rule rather t han the
exceptio n in thi s stamp) Is allowed for in the price at , the three blocks •. •• . • . . • . £3 . 50

(b) As above . Set of four mint blocks of four , no less than thr ee having a fully idenU!led
r e- entry. Cent ring on al l is !Ir st c las s , condition likew18e.""" A wonderful page in the
makin g. The four blocks . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . .. . . . .• . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . £ '7 . 00

1112

1113(a)

(b)

1114

1115

1116

Bast ed Mtll s, f/yr! 14 x 11(G3d). Agai n a mint block (of sixJ.again with one st amp
Showing r e-en ,lully rdenUfied, again condition tops (if the material was n't so
des irable , it would be monotonous:) . . .. .. . . . . • . . . • . • . • . . . . . • . • . . . . .. .. . .. . . . £3 . '75

Cowan Unwatermarked, per! 14 x 11(G4c). A mint single . . .. • . ... . . . .. ... .. . . £ 5. 00

As above. A used pair. One stamp has a blue crayon mark, doubtles s because the
stamps were used on a r egi st ered packet. The scarce used pai r . . •• . . .... •. . • . £6.00

" Locar 'P lat es Pr int s , per{ 14 x 11 (G5d). Another scarce issue. Offered In mint
si ngle at £ 8, or a li ne mint pai r at £15.00

Waterlow Trial P lates , pert 14 (G9a) . A beautiful example of the variety "pair , impe rf
vertteauY" . this pair was prInted from P late W2 (the rIgh t-hand stamp shows clear
r etouching of the rosette at top left, typica l of this plate). The var iety pair, mint . £ 15.00

Wai erlow Trial Plates , mixed Firfs (Gge). A mint pair (one st amp has minor faults) ,
shOwing a faulty vertical r ow operis officially patched and r epe rf ed by a line head
gauging 11. Thi s pair Is stated by the pr evious owner to be "ex- Fathers and Lee" .
The r are pair (cat . £ 60 as singles) . . . . .. . . • . . . • . • . • . • . • . • . • . . . . . . • . • . . . . • . . . £40.00

KING EDWARD VD USED

Our offers of this mat erial a couple of month s ago were swift ly snapped up (as we knew they
would be ). Much sooner than even the most opti mistic of us could have hoped , we can again
offer so me si milar lot s. All stamps are super ior , selected copies.

1117 i d Gree n (Hla). The three catalogued shades of yellow- green, gr ee n and deep green.
Lovely! . • • . . • .• •• •• .. • •• . • .• . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .• •• . •• . • . . • . . . . . . • . . . • •• ••• . t Op



1118 2d Mauve (H2a). Mauve, deep mauve, rosy mauve and pale rosy mauve. Four fine
contrasting shades, again complete pe r the C. P . listing £1.60

1119 3d Chestnut, perf 14 x 14!(H3a). Chestnut , deep chestnut and bt stre-brown. Th e th ree,
supe r fine used . . . . • . . . . • . • . • . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . • . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . 25p

1120 4d "Oran ges and Lemons" . A sing le of the li ne pe r! 14 Or ange(H4b) complemented by
two shades or th e perl14 x 14! Yellow . Very attracti ve , the three . . . . . .. £2 . 25

1121 5d Br own. Two super shade s _ deep brown and deep red-brown - in each of the perf
14Hne (USa) and perf 14 x 1 4 ~ (H5b) Is sue s. The four £1. 25

1122 6d Car mine per! 14 x 14!(H6b). Two glowing sh ades 15p

1123 8d Indigo- blue , perf 14 x 141 (HTh). Again two fine contrasti ng sha des. .. . . .. .. 20p

1124 I - Or an e-ver miUon. One copy with li ne perf 14 (HBa), and two super b shades perf
4 x 4 ~ HBb . A really outstanding set of three . . . . . . £2.65

1125 Per! 14 x 1 4~ Coll ection. Absolutely complete , all value s and allUsted shades, with
the one exception or the " Impo ssible " 4d Ochre-yellow. 18 st amps, fi nest used. . . . £6. 25

RECENT ISSUES

6th Oct, 1971. Christmas 3c Maratta' s "The Holy Night", 4c Stained glass window (St Luke ' s
Anglican Chur ch, Havelock North), IOc Symbolic design. Set of 3, mint.. .. .. . . . 13p

F. D. C. , Auckland postmark . . . . •. .. . . . . . . . . l7p

Cove r s

1st Sept ., 1971 25c, 30c, 50c National Parks dertntttves, The three values on one illustr ated
~nc ~

4th Sept., 1971 R. T . P . O. Fi nal Trip. Set of three covers with spec ia l cancellations commemo
r ating th e last journey of th e We11lngton-A uckl and-We1l1ngton Railway Travelling Post
Office. (There are now no R. T. P . O. s left running in N. Z. ) The thr ee historic
covers .. . . . .. .. . . . . . . . .. .. .. .. . . .. .. .. .. .. .. . . . • . . . .. •. •. . . .. . . . .. .. .. • . . 25p

16th Sept . , 1971 Opening of New P ost Offic e, Upper Hutt . Special cancellation on cover.. lOp


